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1997

EIU 4059C, Section 51

Orientalism
Dr. Bonnie Irwin
Office: 315K Coleman
Office Phone: 581-6304 (email: ctbdi@eiu.edu)
Office Hours: MTWRF 9:30-10:30 & by appointment

MTWRF 8:00-9:20
222 Coleman

An examination of European and Amencan perceptions, misconceptions, and inventions of the
East from ancient times to the present as they are depicted in historical, literary, and travel
writings and film. Special attention will be paid to the psychological and aesthetic causes and
oolitical conseQuences of Orientalism.
Required texts:
Isaacs, Harold R. Scratches on Our Minds: American View ofIndia and China.
Marco Polo. The Travels.
There will also be readings on reserve on the library.
Grading:
Journal
Country Reports
Travel Report
Discipline Report
In-Class Essay
Attendance & Participation
Total

200
300
100
100
120
180
1000

A= 900-1000
B = 800-899
c = 700-799
D=600-699
F=0-599
Information for Students with Disabilities:
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,
please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as
possible.
Attendance:
I take attendance each class period, but there are no points assigned to attendance itself.
You are responsible for taking care of your own absences: getting the notes from a
classmate, getting any handouts and assignments from me. It is obviously in your best
interest to attend class every time because you will always miss something if you do not

Course Objectives
--trace the roots of Orientalism---uncover where our thoughts about Asia come from---learn more about the real Asia---develop multicultural awareness---practice analyzing the rhetorical of texts and films---develop better written and oral communication skills-Journals:
You will keep a response journal on your readings. F.ach assignment should be a
minimum of 1 hand-written page (write only on one side, please). You may write on a
computer if you wish. The entries should reflect your thoughts and feelings on the
reading. Do not merely summarize. Instead, write about what you liked and disliked,
found disturbing, challenging or interesting. Does the work challenge your ideas or
beliefs? What new ideas does it present to you and what is your reaction to them? What
questions does it raise? There will also be journal entries based on the films. Respond to
these just as you would to any reading in the class.
These will be evaluated by how much thought you have put into them and by evidence
that you have done the reading. F.ach of the 10 entires is worth 20 points.
I will collect your entries as indicated on the due dates on the syllabus-there is one due
every day for which we have reading--and return them to you the following class. You
may turn in a journal entry late but will receive a maximum of half credit for that
assignment.
Participation:
My understanding of the Senior Seminar requirement is that it is to be interdisciplinary,
entail a lot of reading and writing, and have a lot of student input Therefore, class
discussions will be the primary form of dealing with this information in class. I expect
you to be in class and prepared to talk every day.
Reports (Country, Travel, Discipline)
See separate assignment sheets.
Exams:
There will be no exams in this class. The journal and discussion takes the place of
reading quizzes, and the second paper will take the place of a final.
Last Thoughts:
The preceding description sounds rather strict The syllabus contains a lot of reading,
most of which is pretty easy, some of which is not. Despite all this, I try to keep my
courses casual and fun. It may seem hard to believe now, but you will survive this, and it
probably won't be as bad as it looks now!

SYLLABUS
(Reading Assignments must be a:mpleted by the date they are listed Writing Assignments,
hcmewak, etc. are listed in bdd oo the date they are due)

M

May 12

Introduction
What is Orientalism?
Class survey

Tu

May13

Scratches on Our Minds, pp. 11-61
Journal 1 (on reading assignment) due
(Bring World Map to class)

w

May 14

ScraJches on Our Minds, pp. 63-108
Film: The Good Earth
Journal 2 (on reading assignment) due

Th

May 15

Film: The Good Earth

F

May 16

Country Reports due-- World Almanac
Journal 3 (on Good Earth) due

M

May 19

Scratches on Our Minds, selected readings on China
Journal 4 (on reading assignment) due

Tu

May20

Film: Mask of Fu Manchu

w

May21

ScraJches on Our Minds, pp. 239-258
Film: Gunga Di.n
Journals 5 (on Mask ofFu Manchu) and 6 (on reading assignment) due

Th

May22

Film: Gunga Di.n

F

May23

Country Reports due -- Encyclopedia of Asian History

Tu

May27

ScraJches on Our Minds, selected readings on India
Journals 7 (on Gunga Din) and 8 (on reading assignment) due

w

May28

Marco Polo, Travels, pp. 33-45, and Selected Readings
Journal 9 (on reading assignment) due

Th

May29

LIBRARY DAY

F

May30

Country Reports due -- Encyclopedia of World Cultures

M

June2

LIBRARY DAY

Tu

June3

Travel Reports due

w

June4

Film: Exotic Far East

Th

June5

Discipline Reports due
Journal 10 (on Exotic Far East) due

F

June6

In-Class Essay

